
“Rosie The Riveter"

All the d ay long , 

Whe ther rain  or shine, 

She's a p art of the  assembly line. 

She's m aking h istory, 

Rosie th e Rivete r. 

Keep s a sharp  looko ut for sabotage , 

Sitting u p there  on the  fuselag e. 

That little  girl will do  more  than a m ale will d o. 

Rosie's g ot a boy friend, C harlie. 

Charl ie, he's a M arine. 

Rosie is p rotectin g Cha rlie, 

Working overtime on the riveting machine 

Whe n they  gave h er a pro ductio n "E", 

She w as as pro ud as sh e could be, 

There 's some thing tr ue abo ut, 

 Red, w hite, and blue  about , 

Rosie th e Rivete r. 

Redd Evans and John Jacob Loeb, 1942
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Connie Field on Rosie:

“Rosie was mad e as a docu mentary  because th e story cou ld not hav e been to ld as a fiction film . One of th e main co ncepts

was myth versus re ality. The film is as much a statem ent about the effec ts of media propag anda on ou r lives as it is a

history of women workers. Therefore, the documen tary form, which

allows for the juxtaposition of real experience as told by the women

themselves with the actual newsreels of the day, creates a stronger

impac t.”“An other thing th at I cons ciously  went fo r was a d ramatic

curve to the film, and I used that concept to structure the film. I was

very co nsciou s of wan ting the  audien ce to fee l the experien ce, for it

to have  an em otiona l exper ience.”

“I think the disembodied voice of a narrator distances people from

the mate rial. And I do n’t mean  Brechtian  distance, wh ich is a who le

other thing. I mean the kind of distancing that can minimize the

impact of th e material. I be lieve audien ces are intellig ent eno ugh to

get the  point, e ven su btle po ints.”

“. . . the form that I chose to use also limited the content, even

though I would never have cho sen any other way for this particular

film. I feel very strongly that interview documentaries can be

extremely powerful if people are revealed in such a way that you can

care and feel for them and can receive their stories as drama. If I was

using people just for information, I could h ave used som e of these

stories which, for whatever reason, didn’t carry the emotional weight

that matched  up to th e even ts they w ere de scribing .”

“I chose women whose stories and job histories were typical of the

times and who could reveal important historical events such as the

black str uggle  for em ploym ent an d unio n orga nizing d rives. W e did

extensive preinterviews–seven hundred women were interviewed over

the phone , two hundred  in person on au dio tape; thirty-five were

videotaped; and we filmed five. We interviewed so many for two

reasons. First, the response to our press releases was overwhelming.

Secon d, the o ral histo ries wer e a cruc ial part o f the orig inal rese arch necessar y for the  film.”
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Hone y, Mau reen. Creating R osie the  Rive ter: Class, G ender, and  Propaga nda  dur ing WW II. Amher st: University of 
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Nancy  Bake r Wise a nd Ch risty Wis e. A  Mou thful of Rivets: W omen a t Work in   World W ar II. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass 
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Website for th e Rosie  the Rive ter Me morial : http://www.rosietheriveter.org/

Join us next Wednesday 15 N ovember for Helen Mirren in Peter Greenaway’s dazzling look at haute cuisine, literate love,

and bad manners— THE COOK, THE THIEF, HIS W IFE &  HER LOVER (1989) ...for cast and crew info on almost any film:

imdb.com/search.html or allmovie.com...for information on majo r American films, including  detailed plot summ aries:

www.filmsite.org.... email B ruce J ackson : bjackson@buffalo.edu...email D iane C hristian: engdc@acsu.buffalo.edu...for

the ser ies sche dule, lin ks and  updat es: www.buffalofilmseminars.com... for the weekly email informational notes, send an

email to either of us.
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